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Inclusive urban design: built for health and mobility
There will be a significant increase in the size of elderly population. Using the
definition adopted in HK 2030+, Hong Kong is currently no longer an “ageing
society” but an “aged society”, and soon a “hyper-aged society”. To prepare
for this transformation, seniors’ urban design is one of the key topics, and this
presentation will focus on four goals and gaps in relations to senior housing
and urban design.
One of the goals is the continuum of care under one roof at senior citizen
residences which integrate purpose-built housing for elderly persons with
comprehensive recreational, health and care facilities. Currently, there are
three housing projects completed – two targeting middle class (Jolly place and
Cheerful court), one targeting upper class (Tanner Hill). Entrance to the lowerend market should be explored.
Another goal is to enhance mutual community support, receive home care
services, and attend elderly centers in the vicinity in the elderly community
building cluster with assisted living services.
Besides, age-friendly estate development shall include age-friendly and
barrier-free public area. A community may not be originally built for elders, but
soon emerges as a home to a significant proportion of them due to ageing in
place, in-migration of older residents, and out-migration of younger residents.
Universal design and home modification for general housing is significant
too. Universal design concept is already implemented in new public rental
housing. One of the gaps is limited access by the widest spectrum of people
regardless of diversity, age and ability. Moreover, “universal design concept” is
not compulsory for private property development.
By consolidating the concept of ageing in place, the government aim to
enhance elderly autonomy, enable an active lifestyle for the ageing people,
and improve quality of life of the elders.

ACTIONS for ACTIVE AGEING urban design for all
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